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Families earn what they can, and spend as 

much as they think prudent; spending and 
earning opportunities are two different 
things. In the economy as a whole, however, 
income and spending are interdependent: my 
spending is your income, and your spending 
is my income. If both of us slash spending at 
the same time, both of our incomes will fall 
too. 

And that’s what happened after the finan-
cial crisis of 2008. Many people suddenly cut 
spending, either because they chose to or be-
cause their creditors forced them to; mean-
while, not many people were able or willing 
to spend more. The result was a plunge in in-
comes that also caused a plunge in employ-
ment, creating the depression that persists 
to this day. 

Why did spending plunge? Mainly because 
of a burst housing bubble and an overhang of 
private-sector debt—but if you ask me, peo-
ple talk too much about what went wrong 
during the boom years and not enough about 
what we should be doing now. For no matter 
how lurid the excesses of the past, there’s no 
good reason that we should pay for them 
with year after year of mass unemployment. 

So what could we do to reduce unemploy-
ment? The answer is, this is a time for 
above-normal government spending, to sus-
tain the economy until the private sector is 
willing to spend again. The crucial point is 
that under current conditions, the govern-
ment is not, repeat not, in competition with 
the private sector. Government spending 
doesn’t divert resources away from private 
uses; it puts unemployed resources to work. 
Government borrowing doesn’t crowd out 
private investment; it mobilizes funds that 
would otherwise go unused. 

Now, just to be clear, this is not a case for 
more government spending and larger budget 
deficits under all circumstances—and the 
claim that people like me always want big-
ger deficits is just false. For the economy 
isn’t always like this—in fact, situations 
like the one we’re in are fairly rare. By all 
means let’s try to reduce deficits and bring 
down government indebtedness once normal 
conditions return and the economy is no 
longer depressed. But right now we’re still 
dealing with the aftermath of a once-in- 
three-generations financial crisis. This is no 
time for austerity. 

O.K., I’ve just given you a story, but why 
should you believe it? There are, after all, 
people who insist that the real problem is on 
the economy’s supply side: that workers lack 
the skills they need, or that unemployment 
insurance has destroyed the incentive to 
work, or that the looming menace of uni-
versal health care is preventing hiring, or 
whatever. How do we know that they’re 
wrong? 

Well, I could go on at length on this topic, 
but just look at the predictions the two sides 
in this debate have made. People like me 
predicted right from the start that large 
budget deficits would have little effect on in-
terest rates, that large-scale ‘‘money print-
ing’’ by the Fed (not a good description of 
actual Fed policy, but never mind) wouldn’t 
be inflationary, that austerity policies would 
lead to terrible economic downturns. The 
other side jeered, insisting that interest 
rates would skyrocket and that austerity 
would actually lead to economic expansion. 
Ask bond traders, or the suffering popu-
lations of Spain, Portugal and so on, how it 
actually turned out. 

Is the story really that simple, and would 
it really be that easy to end the scourge of 
unemployment? Yes—but powerful people 
don’t want to believe it. Some of them have 
a visceral sense that suffering is good, that 
we must pay a price for past sins (even if the 
sinners then and the sufferers now are very 
different groups of people). Some of them see 

the crisis as an opportunity to dismantle the 
social safety net. And just about everyone in 
the policy elite takes cues from a wealthy 
minority that isn’t actually feeling much 
pain. 

What has happened now, however, is that 
the drive for austerity has lost its intellec-
tual fig leaf, and stands exposed as the ex-
pression of prejudice, opportunism and class 
interest it always was. And maybe, just 
maybe, that sudden exposure will give us a 
chance to start doing something about the 
depression we’re in. 
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise along with my 
colleague Rep. JO BONNER to celebrate Na-
tional Travel and Tourism Week. 

From California’s Central Coast to Ala-
bama’s Gulf Coast and every single Congres-
sional district in between, travel and tourism 
plays an important economic role in all of our 
local communities. This week is National Trav-
el and Tourism Week, a celebration of the $2 
trillion economic engine that helps drive our 
nation’s economy. As the co-chairs of the bi-
partisan Congressional Travel and Tourism 
caucus, we would like to take this moment to 
raise awareness for America’s number one ex-
port and to explain how the ‘‘Travel Effect’’ 
benefits everyone. 

The Travel Effect is simple: It is the eco-
nomic benefit that every single community 
feels thanks to travel. Supporting over 14.6 
million American jobs, the travel industry is a 
top 10 employer in 48 states and the District 
of Columbia. Today, one in every eight jobs 
depends upon travel. 

Contributing more than $129 billion to the 
federal, state and local tax base, the Travel 
Effect means that Americans pay fewer taxes. 
Without those added revenues, the average 
household would pay over $1,000 in additional 
taxes. At 2.8% of our nation’s GDP and grow-
ing at a rate faster than all other industries, 
travel will play an important role in driving 
down deficits for years to come. 

Thanks to our efforts here in Washington, 
the United States is now promoting the entire 
country as a premier travel destination to the 
world. Brand USA, the nation’s Destination 
Marking Organization created by Congress, 
will help bring in 81 million visitors to the 
United States by 2016, a 36 percent increase 
equivalent to 21 million more travelers as 
compared with 2010. This influx of new visi-
tors will help create over a half a million new 
jobs in communities all across the country. 

And you do not have to live in a coastal dis-
trict or near a major tourist destination to feel 
the Travel Effect. Historic sites, museums in 
your community and other local destinations 
all play a role in building our travel economy. 
In other words, travel is right in your own 
backyard! 

During this year’s National Travel and Tour-
ism Week, we call on all members to support 
the travel industry. While the Travel Effect is 
great now, its potential is even greater. If we 
recognize that potential in all of our commu-
nities, then the Travel Effect will continue to 
benefit every town across the United States. 

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH BIRTHDAY 
OF MR. BERT BERKLEY 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 9, 2013 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today in recognition of the 90th birthday of Mr. 
Bert Berkley, Chairman of the Board, and 
former President of the Tension Envelope Cor-
poration. Tension is a prestigious family- 
owned business in Missouri’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, which I am honored to rep-
resent. Bert and his late wife, Joan, have 
three children and seven grandchildren. 

Mr. Berkley was born May 8, 1923, son of 
E.B. Berkowitz and grandson of William 
Berkowitz, who founded the forerunner of Ten-
sion Envelope in Kansas City, Missouri in 
1886, Berkowitz and Company. The company 
specialized in popular advertising novelties 
and business stationery. In 1894, the company 
put into operation the first envelope machine 
west of the Mississippi River. 

In 1937, the company acquired another pio-
neer in the U.S. envelope industry, the Ten-
sion Envelope Company of Brooklyn, New 
York, with all sales operations consolidated 
under the widely recognized name of Tension 
Envelope Corporation. In 1962, Bert Berkley, 
took over his grandfather’s company as Presi-
dent and CEO of Tension. In 1967, Bert was 
named Chairman of the Board. 

During his time as President and CEO, the 
Tension Envelope Company opened a plant 
and established a sales organization in Los 
Angeles, California. In addition, a satellite of 
their Kansas City plant was opened in 
Marysville, Kansas, furthering their production 
and manufacturing capabilities. In 1981, Bill 
Berkley, Bert’s son, joined the company and 
helped his father open yet another manufac-
turing facility in St. Clair, Pennsylvania, cre-
ating a satellite location for the already estab-
lished South Hackensack plant and a nation-
wide presence for the Tension Envelope Com-
pany. In 1988, Bill Berkley went on to become 
President and CEO of the company, while 
Bert remained in his role as Chairman of the 
Board, overseeing international expansion of 
the company to Australia, Taiwan, and China. 

Today, Tension Envelope Corporation is 
one of the nation’s leading manufacturers of 
envelope products, selling directly to compa-
nies and organizations across the United 
States. With its headquarters in Kansas City, 
Missouri, the heart of Missouri’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, Tension produces over eleven 
billion envelopes a year with plants, distribu-
tion, and service offices stretching from coast 
to coast. 

Not only has Mr. Berkley revolutionized an 
industry with his ingenuity, he is also a dedi-
cated philanthropist. He has a long history of 
participation in local, regional, and national 
civic and advisory councils. He even co-au-
thored a book, Giving Back, on the subject of 
volunteering, sharing with the community, and 
involvement with charitable endeavors. 

Considering the tremendous contributions of 
Tension Envelope Corporation to Missouri’s 
Fifth Congressional District and surrounding 
areas, it is an honor and a privilege to recog-
nize Mr. Bert Berkley in celebration of his 
ninetieth birthday. My wife, Dianne, and I have 
had the pleasure of knowing the Berkley fam-
ily for many years and we are better people 
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for it. Mr. Speaker, please join me in cele-
brating Mr. Bert Berkley and expressing our 
gratitude to his incredible dedication to both 
the industry and our community. 
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Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the employees and leadership of 
the Pierce County Library System, recipients 
of the 2013 National Medal for Museum and 
Library Science. This is the highest honor that 
our nation bestows upon libraries and muse-
ums. The library system has served Pierce 
County with steadfast dedication for over 60 
years. This award is well-deserved. 

The Pierce County Library System operates 
18 libraries, and serves the county’s diverse 
readership of over 555,000 residents. The li-
brary system has seen a continuous rise in 
the number of residents that rely on the ac-
cessibility of the library and its ancillary serv-
ices. 

For five consecutive years the Pierce Coun-
ty Library System has faced major budget re-
ductions. Despite this, the Pierce County Li-
brary System has found innovative solutions to 
continue providing excellent services to the 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, the library system’s pioneering 
research informed their decision to implement 
one of Washington State’s first non–Dewey 
Decimal systems. It was an immediate suc-
cess—in the first four hours, 780 visitors 
checked out 1,566 items. 

The library system’s flagship Early Literacy 
Program has produced outstanding results in 
the community. Library staff continue to work 
with many partners, including the Pierce 
County Health Department and Child Care 
Aware of Tacoma/Pierce County, in devel-
oping successful curriculum and services to 
provide caregivers and parents with tools and 
training to help children prepare for school. 
Early learning is vital to eliminating the prepa-
ration gap and ensuring that every child has 
the building blocks and resources they need to 
achieve in school and in life. 

As I close, I can say with confidence that 
our community is a better place thanks to the 
careful thought, innovation, and dedication of 
the Pierce County Library System. I am 
pleased to recognize the service of the dedi-
cated employees and leadership of the Pierce 
County Library System today in the United 
States Congress. 
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HONORING ANGELA KREPS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 9, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize a special member 
of my staff. After more than six years of serv-

ice, Angela Kreps will be leaving her post in 
my Kansas City District Office. 

Angela began working in my campaign of-
fice, then joined the District staff in 2005. She 
has filled many roles in the office including 
caseworker, staff assistant, and field rep-
resentative. 

Most recently serving as a caseworker, An-
gela is known for her patience and kindness in 
dealing with constituents. Whether it is listen-
ing to a veteran’s retelling of war stories, help-
ing a bride-to-be get her passport renewed, or 
assisting a single-mother in dealing with the 
IRS, Angela’s experience and listening ear 
can put constituents at ease. 

I have received many letters of thanks for 
the outstanding constituent service Angela has 
provided. Her professionalism and dedication 
to serving my constituents was a great exam-
ple of how government should work. While I 
am losing a valuable member of my team, I 
am excited for Angela to begin the next chap-
ter of her career. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
thanking Angela Kreps for her many years of 
service to the people of the Sixth Congres-
sional District. I know Angela’s colleagues, 
family and friends join with me in thanking her 
for her commitment to others and wishing her 
best of luck in all her endeavors and many 
years of success to come. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 80TH 
BIRTHDAY OF LONG-TIME PUB-
LIC SERVANT, CONGRESSMAN 
SID MORRISON 

HON. DOC HASTINGS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 9, 2013 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today, May 13, to commemorate the 
80th birthday of Congressman Sid Morrison, 
who for more than 50 years and counting has 
served our nation and the great state of 
Washington as a public servant. Sid’s career 
has represented results-oriented government, 
bipartisanship and service to all with integrity 
and honor. 

His service began in 1966 when he was 
elected as a Washington state legislator, serv-
ing in the House until 1974, when he was 
elected to the Washington State Senate and 
served until 1980. During his time as a Wash-
ington legislator, he developed a reputation for 
taking on tough issues and reaching past poli-
tics to find bipartisan answers. 

In 1980, at the age of 47, he was elected 
to this great body and served in the U.S. Con-
gress for 12 years, from 1981 to 1993. As a 
Member of the House, Sid worked on many 
issues including energy, water, forestry, agri-
cultural markets and immigration. As a leader 
in Congress, he worked to ensure reliable en-
ergy supplies to support the energy needs of 
the nation, science and space research, ad-
vanced technology and providing the nation 
with a strong defense. Sid’s congressional 
service also saw him as an advocate for civil 
rights, small businesses, people in need of 
organ donations, and the wide variety of 
needs of every citizen seeking help with the 
federal bureaucracy. 

Throughout his many endeavors since serv-
ing in Congress, Sid has been actively in-

volved in federal policies to make Washington 
and our nation better for all citizens. 

He was appointed as Washington State 
Secretary of Transportation in 1993 and 
served until 2001. In that post, Sid spear-
headed work for safer roads, new ferries to 
make Washington the nation’s largest fleet, 
the rebirth of freight and passenger rail, transit 
expansion and airport improvements. 

During the last 10 years, Sid has worked on 
special projects for Washington governors and 
continues to serve on many public boards. He 
has been a leading voice on behalf of public 
power and consumer–owned utility service in 
Washington state through his work as the 
chair of the Energy Northwest Executive 
Board. He also serves in the water, agriculture 
and education arenas including: on the Yak-
ima Basin Storage Alliance, Board Chair; on 
the State Fair Park Board; and the Central 
Washington University Board of Trustees 
Chair. 

Despite all the above, he is officially retired, 
but don’t tell Sid that, as many of us seem to 
be moving in slow motion next to him. 

I have personal and professional respect 
and admiration for Sid. As he celebrates his 
80th birthday, I wish him happiness and good 
health and my best wishes. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO DR. MARTHA 
MCLEOD 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 9, 2013 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dr. Martha McLeod and to cele-
brate her distinguished career in advance of 
her upcoming retirement as president of 
Asnuntuck Community College in Enfield, 
Connecticut. 

Under Dr. McLeod’s leadership, Asnuntuck 
Community College has maintained a strong 
commitment to eastern Connecticut’s students. 
Through the school’s professional programs 
such as manufacturing technology and allied 
health, students have developed skills that 
have matched the needs of local employers. 
Asnuntuck’s transfer programs have prepared 
students to continue their education at Con-
necticut’s world class four year universities 
and colleges. Dr. McLeod’s administrative and 
leadership expertise have guided many stu-
dents to rewarding careers in growing fields 
throughout the state. 

Throughout her career, Dr. McLeod has ad-
vanced opportunities and the quality of edu-
cation in Native American communities across 
the country. She was the founding president of 
Bay Mills Community College, a tribal college, 
in the upper peninsula of Michigan. Dr. 
McLeod has also applied her expertise at the 
national level, by serving as an evaluator for 
tribal programs for the Department of Edu-
cation and the Department of Labor. Dr. 
McLeod has also served on the President’s 
advisory board for the White House Initiative 
on Tribal Colleges and Universities. 

Highly engaged in the local business com-
munity and committed to economic growth, Dr. 
McLeod is an active member of Rotary Inter-
national and serves on the Board of the North 
Central Connecticut Chamber of Commerce 
(NCCCC). She also serves on the Economic 
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